Cost-benefit analysis of hepatitis-B vaccination.
Since 1983 the Belgian insurance Fund for Occupational Disease (FOD) has refunded the cost of hepatitis-B (HB) vaccination. Vaccination has been carried out by occupational physicians selectively on staff in hospitals and medical-care institutions. At the end of 1986, 40,000 people at high risk of HBV infection had been vaccinated. The vaccination costs are largely offset by the benefits resulting from the striking fall in the number of HB cases. The financial investment has proved economically beneficial for the insurance fund.